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Registered User The $20 eBay VAG-COM Walkthrough Revisited

So | get alot of PMs about VAG-COM stuff since |1 had saved this tutorial before the
hack. Unfortunately the host site went down and 1 lost the digital copies of the
document. I broke out the cable today after 9 months to code someone's car and
found the hard copies so | figured | would post the complete tutorial since Parts 2
and 3 are missing. | want to note that this was the work of defunkt and | have made
a couple small alterations (which are in blue) however he deserves all the credit for
his original contribution. Also, moroisanorange is credited for the codes | have
posted at the end of Part 3. Let me know if there are any errors, | had to recapture

Location: Louisville, KY and label all the screen shots and retype all the steps. Enjoy.
My Garage: is nonexistent

Join Date: Sep 15 2006
AZ Member#: 11349

E
[+ My Photo Gallery

b My Reputation: The $20 eBay VAG-COM Walkthrough *revisited* Part 1/3

The “$20 Ebay VAG COM Cablé”_
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Where to buy:

What this section covers:

drivers you can download them here:

http://www.ftdichip.com/Drivers/CDM/...0Certified.zip

US232 Evaluation Kit CD

I.C. Design Data Installation Guides
FTDIChip w'eb Site Windaows 'S8
whindows ME
Utilities Windows 2000
Install Winzip 8.0 L
Install &crobat Reader 5.0
E it

Tools:

$20 Ebay Vag Com Cable

Windows Laptop w/ cable drivers installed and an open USB port
Time:

5 minutes

PART 1: SWITCHING COM PORTS

Step 1:

http://www.audizine.com/forum/showthread.php?t=158766

Search eBay for "USB KKL Vag". | bought mine from a seller named alpha-bid.

I chose to start with SWITCHING COM PORTS, since this is one of the biggest "hurdles" in
getting this cable to work. This tutorial assumes you already plugged in your cable and
installed the necessary drivers from the supplied CD. If for whatever reason you don't have the

If you don't know how to install drivers contact your local nerd friend.

This tutorial assumes you already plugged in your cable and installed the necessary drivers
from the supplied CD. Begin by CLICKING the "Start" button, RIGHT CLICKING the "My
Computer" button, and finally CLICKING on "Properties"”. For those into using keyboard
shortcuts, you can hit "Windows Key + Pause/Break" to get to the "System Properties".
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| Internet
Mozilla Firefox
E-mail
Microsaft OFfice Outloak

J My Documents

b My Recent Documents F

_f} My Pictures

| Internet Explorer

‘Windows Media Player

Q6

ik Tour Windows XP

S

3 Windows Movie Maker

&

y | Files and Settings Transfer
‘Wizard

ﬁ’ Adobe Photoshop €5

_‘} My Music

EI My Computer

Open
Add bo WLC media playver's Flawlist
& Cantral Panel Explore
Set Program ficcess and Play with wLC media player
Defaults Search..,
| Manage

% Cannect To
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Map Metwork Drive, .,

Lt A Disconnect Metwork Drive. .

Shaow on Deskkop
Rename

9) Help and Suppaort

,i:) Search

ol Programs — #

7] Run..,

Log OFF E Turn CFf Computer

|f!f5tart 3’ Adobe Phatoshop

| @ ‘Windows XP Driver Instal...

Step 2:

on the "Device Manager".

You should now see the "System Properties” window. CLICK on the "Hardware" tab, then CLICK

System Properties 7l x|
Syztern Restore I Autory 2ho ed ko ! Remote
General I Computer Mame Hardware | Advanced
 Device Manager
The Device Manager lizts all the hardware devices inztalled
on pour computer. Use the Device Manager to change the
properties of any device.
Device Manager
 Dirivers
i Driver Signing lets pou make sure that installed drivers are
compatible with Windows. Windows Update lets you zet up
haow Windows connects to Windows Update for drivers.
Drriver Signing windows Lpdate
 Hardware Profiles
Hardware profiles provide a way for pou to get up and store
different hardware configurations.
Hardware Profiles |
QK I Cancel | Apply |

Step 3:

This will bring up the "Device Manager". This is an invaluable tool used check on the status of
every piece of hardware connected to your machine. Scroll down until you see "Ports (COM &

http://www.audizine.com/forum/showthread.php?t=158766
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LPT)" and DOUBLE CLICK to open this section. Inside should be "USB Serial Port (COMX)".
DOUBLE CLICK on this to bring up the "USB Serial Port (COMX) Properties".

il %]

File Action View Help

= | B FE 2 A=

=2 FEBO0K ]
; a Batteries

' Computer

e Disk drives

& Display adapters

i DWDJCD-ROM drives

= Floppy disk contrallers

{25 Human Interface Devices

= IDE ATASATAPL controllers

e Kewboards

Mice and other pointing devices
Manitors

H8 Network adapters

& Prabe Devices
o Processors
% 2C51 and RAID controllers

-8, Sound. video and oame controllers LI

Step 4:
Now that you are in the "USB Serial Port (COMX) Properties", CLICK on the "Port Settings" tab
and then CLICK on the "Advanced..." button.

USB Serial Port {(COMS5) Properties 2lxl

General] Port Settings Dliverl Detailsl

— @ CLICK

Bitz per second:

[rata bitz: IS j
Parity: INone j
Stop bits: |1

Lef Lol

Flow control: INone

Adwanced... Restore Defaults |

OF. I Canicel

Step 5:

This opens the "Advanced Stettings..." Start by CLICKING on the "COM Port Number:" drop
down menu and select "COM1". If COM1 is "in use" select the next highest number, but it HAS
to be in the range of COM1-4. Later we'll go into the VAG-COM software options and change it

http://www.audizine.com/forum/showthread.php?t=158766 8/19/2009
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COM3 [in usze]
COM4 [in usze]

to what we picked here. Finish up by CLICKING on "OK" in the 2 windows.
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0% | Driver I Detailsl
G
CLICK
— v Use FIFO by COM1E compatible UART]
COM17 &l
Select lower Egmg brinection problems. Earcel |
Select higher ESH%D Erformance.
. ChME Drefaults |
Fieceive Buffer: L COmM23 J High(14]  [14]
COM24 ! ! :
COM25
Transmit Buffer: 1| COMZE i
ranzmit Bufter COMZr .J High (18] (18]
COM28
COM23
COM30 i
COM Part Mumber: | COMS ﬂ CLICK

CLICK

ok |

Cancel |

File  Action Wiew Help

__E_rr Device Manager

=101 x|

v maza

=42
: Batteries

- i Camputer

==-P Disk drives

§ Display adapters

[k DVDJCD-ROM drives
@ Floppy disk controllers
[-fidg Human Inkerface Devices
-2 IDE ATAIATAPT contrallers
- Kevboards

---" y Mice and other pointing devices
B Monitors

m Metwork adapters

-Gk Other devices

Bl [§ PCMCIA adapters

reflect your change.

= Parts (COM & LPT)

g Dvickar Bk S ET1Y

: :;af USE Serial Port (COML)
i PO UTVILT

(- #38 Processors

@% SCSI and RAID conkrollers
-8, Sound, video and asme conkrallers

It won’t update immediately, but the next
time you go into the device mangetr, it will

The best practice is to pick 1 physical usb
port and stick with it. I’'ve noticed that if
you plug into a different usb port, it may
change the com port setting, which means
you’ll have to go through these steps again.

2|

Notes:

refresh.

http://www.audizine.com/forum/showthread.php?t=158766

The changes have been made to the COM Port, but | wanted to call attention to the fact that it
may not reflect the changes in the Device Manager, until you close and open it again or
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Also, if you plug the cable into another physical USB port, it may change the COM
Port. If this is the case, simply repeat these steps.

Registered User

Join Date: Sep 15 2006
AZ Member#: 11349

Location: Louisville, KY
My Garage: is nonexistent
[» My Photo Gallery

¥ My Reputation: @
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o I (Mot J s vk gepy)
[ 09-06-2007, 12:54 AM #H2
griZZleS Re: The $20 eBay VAG-COM Cable Walkthrough *Revisited*

Four Rings

The $20 eBay VAG-COM Cable Walkthrough *revisited* - Part 2/3

What this section covers:

This section deals with VAG-COM "Program Options"” and how to get the cable to be recognized
by the stofware and the car. This tutorial assumes you already have been through PART 1 and
have installed "VAG-COM Release 409.1S for MODERN SERIAL Interfaces". Ross-Tech
explicitly says that this version will not work with USB interfaces, however the driver we

installed takes care of that. (For those interested the cable we are using is basically a USB-> Serial interface cable
and is very simple by design. The USB cable Ross-Tech is referring to is their HEX-USB+CAN interface which is much more
complex and includes CAN features as well as a built in dongle for the software.)

Tools:

$20 Ebay Vag Com Cable

Windows Laptop w/ cable drivers installed and an open USB port
VAG-COM Release 409.1-S for MODERN SERIAL Interfaces - Installed
Audi

Time:
5 minutes

PART 2: VAG-COM PROGRAM OPTIONS

Step 1:

Take your laptop to your car, plug the USB side into your laptop, and the OBDII side into the
car. The OBDII port is located under the steering wheel by the hood release. Turn the ignition
ON however the car does not have to be running. Make sure you've already been through part
1.

Step 2:
When you open the VAG-COM software, you will be presented with the "Main Screen". The first
time you open it, all of the buttons will be grayed out except the [Options] button.

Page 6 of 28
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VAG-COM

Release 409 1-5

7558 Codes Loaded

—Select Control Module—————  Auto-Scan———— [~ Control Module Finder
Select an Individual Control Module Anautomatic =can of all controllers Scans an address range for
=uch a= Engine, ABS, Airbag, eic. for Fauli Codes 1205141 compliant control medules.
Select Auto-Scan | Control Module Finder
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=10l

OBDHI | Applications |

About | Exit

~OBD-l Functions ———— [ Applications—————— [ Program Options
Test for OBD-Il Compatibifity. Features conzizting of =everal Select Comm Port, Set Debug and
Additienal Functionality Available basic commands, like transport Protecol Options, stc.
Separately mode.

1. Click

| Options ||

Step 3:

VAG-COM

Pragram Options

Here we see that you can select COM Ports 1-4. Chang this to the COM port you have selected
in PART 1 and Click the [Test] button. Note: Part 1 has COM1 selected and the image above
has COM2 selected due to me being too lazy to recapture the images for Part 1.

EH| vAG-COM: Program Options 0

x|

Select COM Pog———— ~Other
©com | & COM?IT.C”Ck Debug Qutput Level o i’lﬁoﬁdg%urr
" i
coM coM Left Printing Margin I—4 old FCs

2 C”Ckl Test || LED’S' Window size: W I]_“ s

~Protocol Options
Start Baud  KW2 Delay  TST Addr.  Reduce CPU Usage

VWaorkShop Code

[ o [o - [ 5 Caem s T om
Blk Int Char Int KP2 Time VZ/mporter
I T I 1 |7 I” Force Dumb Mode IW
Shop Mame
Restore Defaultsl I
Save | Apnly | Cancel |

Step 4:

there.

http://www.audizine.com/forum/showthread.php?t=158766

If everything went smoothly, you'll see this pop up: "Port Status: OK, Interface: Found!".
Congratulations! Your laptop is connected to your car and you may begin modding. Click the
[Save] button to save your changes. The next time you open VAG-COM your settings will be

If you see something other than this consult the Troubleshooting Section.
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 COM1

Test

~Select COM Port
'

~ Protocaol Options

[ VAG-COM: Program Options B

VAG-COM

Program Options

Other
com2 ’}]ebug Output Level:

 COM3 ( COM4

| VAG-COM: Port Test

3 Port Status: OK
‘}j) Interface: Found!

X

Type; Serial Pass-Through
Opto/Tso: Mo

o I 256 Color

Maode for
|—4 old PCs

Start Baud  KW2 De Ross-Tech Design: Mo ige  WorkShop Code
B B [ ooooo

Bk Int Char Int VZmporter

F Dumb Waod
I T I 1 I 58 I orce Dum = IW
Shop Mame
Restore Defaults | I
Save | Apply | Cancel |
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TROUBLESHOOTING

you'll have to repeat PART 1.

Incorrect COM Port!
Not Connected to Car!

oelect COM Port
C COM1 & COM2

C COM3 ¢ COM4
Test |

rProtocol Options————

1) Port does not exist. Interface: Not Found!
If you see this error, check to see if the cable is seated properly in the laptop and the OBDII
port. Also insure you are using the same COM port in parts 1 and 2. If you still get this error,

B vAG-COM: Program Options B

VAG-COM

Program Options

Other
Debug Output Level:

Left Printing Margin:

VAG-COM: Port Test x|

o | [~ 256 Calor
Mode for
|—4 old PCs

Port does not exist,

Interface: Mot Found!

Start Baud  KW2 Delay sage  WorkShop Code
B [ 00000
Blk Int Char Int KP2 Time VZ/mporter
I T I 1 IT I” Force Dumb Mode IW
Shop Mame
Restare Defaults | I
Siave | Annly | Cancel |

2) Port Status: OK, Interface: Not Found!

If you see this error, check to see if the cable is seated properly in the OBDII port on the car.
If it is connected properly the connector will have a glowing blue LED as feedback. Also make

sure that the ignition is ON.
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